In this paper, we introduce a simple sound signal diagnostic method to evaluate anterior cruciate ligament (ACL) injury before and after reconstructive surgery. Sixty-five recruited participants were divided into control (n = 27) and experimental (n = 38) groups. Dynamic time warping of sound signals was applied to evaluate the healthy and injured limbs before surgery with those after surgery via analysis of variance and Z-test analysis. In the control group, the average differences among three sensing points ranged from 7.7 ± 3.4 to 18.9 ± 10.6, over the frequency range of 250 Hz to 4 kHz. In the experimental group, the average differences were between 6.2 ± 2.8 and 57.4 ± 21.3. The greatest significant wavelet coefficient difference was observed in the range of 125-250 Hz. Our preliminary results demonstrate that the proposed approach produces significant signal variations at the ACL test point (TP ACL ) with regard to identifying ACL injury, with swing cycles conducted within the 4-kHz band of 1-7 wavelet coefficients. Thus, wavelet analysis of knee sound can be used to evaluate the recovery status after single ACL reconstruction surgery. After a 1-year follow-up of the 38 patients with ACL injury, the frequency band difference among sensing points was reduced from 274% to approximately 600%.
Introduction
The knee joint, the most complex joint in the human body, includes the anterior cruciate ligament (ACL), lateral collateral ligament (LCL), medial collateral ligament (MCL), and posterior cruciate ligament (PCL) for stabilization during movement. Movement is promoted by nerve signals to the skeletal leg muscles that are transferred via tendons attached to the knee.
The knee joint is exposed to a reaction force when the lower limbs perform floor exercises. Momentarily exposing the knee joint to excessive or uneven reaction forces that cannot be absorbed by the musculoskeletal system may make the knee joint unstable, thus worsening any ligament or tendon injury [1, 2] .
A knee joint injury limits movement and physical activity. Swelling and pain with an acute knee injury can be alleviated by ice-pack application and/or anti-inflammatory drugs. Walking with a crutch may also reduce the load on the knee joint. After these acute symptoms pass, some patients mistakenly think that the injured knee-joint has recuperated, while in fact the knee joint is still damaged. Further use of the knee without a full recovery can lead to degenerative arthritis over time. To resolve knee joint instability, the human body attempts to adapt itself to the situation. This further weakens the knee joint, resulting in progressive wear and tear, and eventually, the onset of osteoarthritis (OA). Although medications can be used to control inflammation and acute pain symptoms, more serious knee ligament injuries may require ligament reconstruction surgery to treat lower extremity discomfort or improve biomechanical performance to restore knee joint stability and exercise ability [3] .
Knee joint ligament injuries occur often in sports, traffic accidents, and with serious falls. Sixty percent of knee joint injuries involve the ACL [4] . The Lachman test is used for clinical investigation of the ACL [5] , with a predictive value approaching 91.7% for tears or partial tears; however, the average correct diagnostic rate using the Anterior Drawer test is only 66.8%. Hence, the Lachman test is often the preferred diagnostic approach. The average predictive accuracy for clinical investigation of MCL rupture through abduction and valgus stress tests is 76.5%. Fewer patients present with LCL damage compared with ACL cases. Thus, the rate of LCL injuries is lowest among the four types; the average predictive accuracy is 25% for LCL rupture, with adductor stress testing and gonyectyposis assessment. Hence, other clinical approaches to diagnose MCL and LCL ruptures are required to improve the diagnostic accuracy of an ACL injury.
Ligament damage affects the daily lives of those afflicted. The necessity of ligament reconstruction surgery depends on the patient's age, working environment, activity interests, habits, and the ability to navigate the short-term postoperative loss of movement during recovery [6] . If the patient refuses to undergo surgery or a muscle rehabilitation program and is unwilling to wear kneepads or alter body movements, other conservative treatment methods can be used; however, only 9% of motor function is recovered [7] . In orthopedic clinics, the need for ligament reconstruction surgery is determined by the recovery of the injured tibia, the amount of displacement of the femur, and joint function; in addition, a physical examination is used to assess the overall health of the patient [8] .
In [9, 10] , the results showed that ACL reconstruction surgery cannot fully restore the dynamic function of the knee joint and may actually increase the likelihood of degenerative joint disease. A study involving 45 patients with healthy ACLs and 45 patients who had undergone ACL reconstruction surgery was conducted to confirm the effects of early OA with lower extremity biomechanical changes following ACL reconstruction surgery [11] ; the results showed that in patients with lower limb injury, the body's natural compensatory mechanism is activated, resulting in an increased load on the other, undamaged knee. However, the results could not prove that the increased load causes OA after surgery, as torque changes can also lead to OA.
In [12] [13] [14] , differences between the injured leg and the healthy leg under preoperative and postoperative surgical examinations were evaluated in terms of the constant velocity attained with ACL reconstruction. The efficiency of ACL reconstruction with postoperative surgery was investigated in [15] ; the experimental results showed that time-frequency analysis of various knee joint features can be used to evaluate the status of the knee joint and rehabilitation progression. In [16] , researchers evaluated the applicability and efficiency of ACL reconstruction rehabilitation using a special whole-body vibration muscle exercise; rehabilitation was evaluated and given a Lysholm score at weeks 2, 5, 8, and 11, with respect to the original ACL length and velocity. In [17] [18] [19] [20] [21] , the rehabilitation efficiency of ACL reconstruction was evaluated based on a visual analogue scale, Lysholm score, and a numerical rating of the applicability and pain of the knee joint; the results indicated that the inclusion of stability indicators in the recovery diagnostic tool provides an accurate representation of the reconstruction process.
Many studies e.g., [22] [23] [24] have proven the feasibility of using noninvasive sound detection methods for identifying knee joint disorders. In [25] , the knee pathology was identified and diagnosed based on a noninvasive approach using sound signals in 6 patients with non-normal known knee pathologies and in 11 patients with suspected knee injury; the patients were ultimately divided into two groups consisting of (1) those with a damaged meniscus or ACL tear that required a clinical diagnosis by a physician and surgical treatment and (2) those with degenerative arthritis. Rangayyan's research group at the University of Calgary [26] extracted a fractal scaling index and average sound amplitude by analyzing the joint vibration data of 75 participants with knee joint injuries; they identified degenerative arthritis using vibroarthrographic signal data and Kolmogorov-Smirnov analysis results.
Currently, magnetic resonance imaging (MRI), X-ray imaging, and computed tomography are used to examine internal joints in a non-invasive procedure. The gold standard method for determining the extent of damage to the knee joint is arthroscopic examination. However, arthroscopy cannot be used for early detection or postoperative analysis of rehabilitation progression. Moreover, the arthroscopic exam is an invasive procedure conducted under general anesthesia with associated surgical risks.
Sound is produced in the soft tissue of normal, uninjured knees due to air pressure variations that occur when the knee joint is rubbed or squeezed during buckling or straightening. In the presence of an existing injury, the lower limb produces abnormal sounds during cyclic bending action [27, 28] . Abnormal murmurs in the joints on clinical examination may indicate joint disorders.
The purpose of this study was to provide scientific data to help physicians assess the rehabilitation progression following knee ligament reconstruction surgery. Based on the vibration and sound generated with bending and swinging of the injured knee joint, the recorded sound signals from audio sensing and inertial sensing modules, respectively, were used to assess the rehabilitation progression of the knee joint. Three testing sites around the knee joint corresponding to the ACL, MCL, and LCL were monitored. The sound signals were transformed into discrete wavelets, from which characteristic parameters were extracted for data analysis. Statistical analysis of the data was used to determine the extent of the joint injury. By tracking the status of patients before and after surgery, the patient's own sound signals can be used to evaluate the rehabilitation status of the joint.
Methods

Experimental Design
The purpose of this study was to assess the feasibility of developing hardware and software systems for postoperative evaluation of the anterior ligament of a single lower limb knee joint. Assessment of the medical effectiveness of this tool is not within the scope of this research. The experimental results were reviewed and approved by our institutional review board. The status of all participants was confirmed by an orthopedic specialist using standard inspection procedures.
The total number of study participants was 65. The participants were divided into control and experimental groups. The control group included 27 participants (C1-C27), none of whom had a medical history of ligament injury or were constrained in terms of their daily activities or interests. All of these participants underwent a physical examination conducted by an orthopedic surgeon using the pivot test. The experimental group included 38 participants (E1-E38) diagnosed as having ligament injury through a clinical physical examination and MRI. The experimental group of patients consisted of graduate students and/or working professionals. Most of the patients had received their ACL injuries from sports accidents. The ages of participants ranged from 20-50 years. Given that chondromalacia patella symptoms may be attributable to advanced age in older patients, we attempted to exclude these patients from the trial. To provide a comparison with healthy lower limbs, we focused on patients with a single-limb ACL injury [29] [30] [31] .
Signal Capturing
In [32] [33] [34] , researchers used sound vibration signals to evaluate the degree of recovery for patellofemoral pain syndrome, OA, and skeletal muscle damage, respectively. In the current study, the receiver positions of the collected signals were based on those used in [32] [33] [34] and the recommendations A custom-designed electro-stethoscope (LongYue 09SOAL, New Taipei City, Taiwan) was used as a stethoscope microphone to capture the sound signals from the ACL, MCL, and LCL, with associated test points (TPs) denoted by TP ACL , TP MCL , and TP LCL , respectively. To improve the accuracy of signal analyses, a six-axis inertia configuration was used to obtain the same swing angle and speed (MPU-6050, InvenSense Inc., San Jose, CA, USA). The swing speed was evaluated using inertial sensors with an electronic metronome to reduce human error. Signals processed by a digital convertor in a microcontroller unit (Arduino Uno, Scarmagno, Italy) were transmitted to a computer for processing via a USB 2.0 port.
the receiver positions of the collected signals were based on those used in [32] [33] [34] and the recommendations of a clinical orthopedic specialist. Figure 1a -c shows a schematic diagram of the measurement process, a photograph of the device, and a diagram of the flexion-to-extension swing measurement, respectively. A custom-designed electro-stethoscope (LongYue 09SOAL, New Taipei City, Taiwan) was used as a stethoscope microphone to capture the sound signals from the ACL, MCL, and LCL, with associated test points (TPs) denoted by TPACL, TPMCL, and TPLCL, respectively. To improve the accuracy of signal analyses, a six-axis inertia configuration was used to obtain the same swing angle and speed (MPU-6050, InvenSense Inc., San Jose, CA, USA). The swing speed was evaluated using inertial sensors with an electronic metronome to reduce human error. Signals processed by a digital convertor in a microcontroller unit (Arduino Uno, Scarmagno, Italy) were transmitted to a computer for processing via a USB 2.0 port. 
Signal Measurement
According to pedestrian walking speed data, the normal walking pace of adults is 3-5 km/h, and the step distance is 50-70 cm [35] ; the step cycle is 2 s. For a patient with an injured limb, in which fast swinging of the limb is not possible, the step cycle increases to 4 s. To maintain consistency during the test, the study participant assumed a sitting posture to free the lower limbs. The examiner then moved the participant's limb. The participant then swung the lower limb passively and cyclically five times from 0 • to 90 • in 4 s. The resulting vibration sound signals were recorded and analyzed. For each cycle, knee joint vibration signals were collected by nursing staff after the participant rested for 30 s.
For the analysis, we attempted to identify an appropriate base of wavelets and wavelet coefficients from the sound signals that best-represented the knee joint ligament. Symlet-5, Symlet-6, Symlet-7, Daubechies-8, Daubechies-9, and Daubechies-10 are commonly applied wavelet basis functions that are characterized by sudden drastic variations. These six wavelet functions were applied in the study; signals below 30 Hz were filtered out. If the signal energy of a specific band was much lower than those of the other bands, the band was not processed. Wavelet coefficients from 1 to 7 were used to execute dynamic time warping (DTW) to calculate the difference between parameter values.
Assessment of Recovery
Knee joint injury can be further aggravated by overuse of the injured limb, which has an influence on the biomechanics of the lower extremity. This change may cause injury of the tissue around the healthy limb and reduce body coordination. In this study, Audacity digital audio editing and recording software was used to filter the sound signals and remove noise. The distance measure of the feature vector was identified using DTW. We compared the differences between the experimental and control groups in terms of the average values of sample data; the results were verified by a Z-test. The Z-value, defined below, can be used to determine the difference between the mean values of two groups, in our case, the experimental and control groups:
where with respect to the first and second groups, x 1 and x 2 represent the average values, s 1 and s 2 represent the standard variances, and n 1 and n 2 represent the total numbers of the groups, respectively. In accordance with the definition of the Z-test, an absolute value of the resultant Z-value, |Z|, of less than 1.96 indicates no difference between the two groups; |Z| > 1.96 indicates a confidence level of less than 95%, and |Z| > 2.25 indicates a confidence level of less than 99.9% with a highly significant difference.
Results and Discussion
Swing Cycle Analysis and Comparison
The measured signals in the two lower limbs of participants at TP ACL , TP MCL , and TP LCL , were decomposed using a discrete wavelet transform (DWT) with the DWT wavelet coefficients of Symlet-7. Average Z-values were obtained from the sound signals of the 27 participants in the control group and the 38 patients in the experimental group to test the significance of the differences in sound wavelet coefficients among the six wavelet basis functions during two swing cycles. According to the experimental results, the |Z| value of the patients at TP ACL was 0.14, i.e., less than 1.96. The |Z| values at TP MCL and TP LCL of the control group varied from 2.80 to 6.68, i.e., greater than 1.96. The results also showed that the |Z| values at TP ACL for 2-and 4-s swing cycles were significantly different.
Wavelet Basis Function
The six wavelet basis functions are commonly applied in analyses. The signal frequency was set to a range from 30 Hz to 4 kHz, and the exploded rating was set to 7. Therefore, each of the extracted wavelet features had seven bands of information and data. To find the optimal parameters, we compared the differences between the calculated wavelet basis functions and the results of the decomposed frequency bands. This generated a considerably large amount of data. In general, analysis of variance (ANOVA) can be considered as a Z-test extension of multiple sets. In this study, ANOVA was used to test the significances of the differences among the wavelet basis functions associated with DTW from swing cycle signals. The F-values and critical values of all wavelet bases were calculated and assessed for significant differences.
The F-values for the control and experimental groups were compared with respect to a control threshold determined from a look-up table. The maximum F-value was observed in E2 at TP MCL . For a swing cycle of 2 s, the F-value remained below the critical value. Regardless of the presence of an ACL injury, the six wavelet basis functions of the collected signals did not differ significantly, with little change in the observed signals.
Wavelet Coefficient Band Comparison
According to decomposition and the researched range of the signal level, the seven bands associated with the wavelet coefficients could be distinguished between 31.25 Hz and 4 kHz. To further determine the differences in the frequency bands of the signals, the samples of the control and experimental groups were compared using DTW calculation results with wavelet coefficients for the two limbs for each decomposition. The differences in the two samples were assessed with the Z-test.
We calculated the average values of TP MCL , TP ACL , and TP LCL for the experimental and control groups in various signal bands using a 4-s cycle and compared them; moreover, we compared the two groups to determine the differences in the Symlet-7 coefficients derived for injured and healthy limbs. The results are presented in Figure 2 . 
Swing Angles in Analyses of Sound Changes
To observe the swing angle and the variations in sound signals, we used a six-axis inertial measurement unit to capture angle signals. In both the experimental and control groups, the knee joints were assessed at the ACL sensing point. The swing cycle was 4 s. Patients with left-knee ACL rupture exhibited the maximum amplitude in the sound signal change generated when the knee joint movement was changed from flexion to extension (0-90°); the actual changes in angle were 30-90°. Bending from extension back to flexion (90-0°) also affected the amplitude. For the experimental group, the patients' right knees were not diagnosed as ACL rupture. In accordance In the control group, the TP MCL value was significantly greater than the TP ACL and TP LCL values at 250 Hz to 4 kHz. The largest difference occurred between 250 and 500 Hz. The greatest difference between the wavelength coefficients of the two limbs was 306%. The TP ACL value was greater than the TP MCL and TP LCL values in the two bands under 125 Hz. Overall, the differences in the wavelet coefficients of the three sensing points of the two limbs were between 112% and 306%.
In the experimental group, the TP ACL value was significantly greater than the TP MCL and TP LCL values in the seven frequency bands. The lower the frequency, the greater the difference. The differences in the bands ranged from 490% to 1694%.
The two samples had significant differences in all data levels of the groups. The data level of the control group was significantly greater than that of the experimental group, indicating that physiological differences exist between a limb with injured knee-joint ligaments and a healthy limb.
The differences between the participants without ACL injury and those with ACL injury were assessed using the sound signal wavelet coefficients. In this study, none of the patients had LCL or MCL injury. The TP MCL and TP LCL values had significantly lower variations compared with the TP ACL values. Therefore, to reduce the amount of data to be processed, samples involving patients with single-limb ACL injury were observed using the TP ACL sensing point.
To observe the swing angle and the variations in sound signals, we used a six-axis inertial measurement unit to capture angle signals. In both the experimental and control groups, the knee joints were assessed at the ACL sensing point. The swing cycle was 4 s. Patients with left-knee ACL rupture exhibited the maximum amplitude in the sound signal change generated when the knee joint movement was changed from flexion to extension (0-90 • ); the actual changes in angle were 30-90 • . Bending from extension back to flexion (90-0 • ) also affected the amplitude. For the experimental group, the patients' right knees were not diagnosed as ACL rupture. In accordance with the signal waveform, the signal amplitude was most obvious during the knee movement from flexion to extension. The amplitude variations from extension to flexion were smaller.
When the sound signals are being recorded, the maximum angle of action may be limited, e.g., when the patient cannot fully extend the knee and has a maximum angle of 60 • as opposed to 90 • . Thus, the maximum bending angle of the joint can also be captured using the swing-angle measurement described. As such, the complete bending angle variation of the injured knee joint can be determined before and after treatment.
Ligament after Recovery Assessment
The collected data were divided into control group data (C1-C27) and experimental group data (E1-E38). Tables 1-3 list the average data from the two groups. Similar to the results obtained before ligament surgery, the postoperative values derived at TP MCL and TP LCL revealed significantly lower variation, compared with the average value derived at TP ACL . The average value of the experimental group was significantly greater than that of the control group. The highest level of this difference was nearly 10.1 times, whereas the lowest was approximately 2.6 times. The sound signals of the two limbs were comparable after ACL reconstruction. Thus, the wavelet coefficients derived through DTW can serve as a basis for assessing postoperative recovery. In both the experimental and control groups, the knee wavelet coefficients derived at TP MCL , TP ACL , and TP LCL were compared at 1 month, 2 months, 3 months, 6 months, and 1 year postoperatively. Figures 3-6 present the average differences in the knee wavelet coefficients for each band.
For the experimental group at TP MCL , the mean difference in the knee wavelet coefficient derived before surgery increased nearly two-fold at 1 month postoperatively. One year after surgery, the wavelet coefficient difference of the bands had increased to 0.74-2.44.
For the experimental group at TP ACL , the mean difference in the knee wavelet coefficients before surgery was significantly lower (1.67 times) than that at 1 month postoperatively. However, the differences in the bands increased after 2-3 months postoperatively. The differences in the wavelet coefficients at 1 year postoperatively had decreased to a value similar to that obtained 1 month after surgery. The values decreased by at least 2.74-fold compared with those derived before surgery.
For the experimental group, the mean difference in the wavelet coefficients at TP LCL decreased slightly compared with those at 1 month postoperatively. The difference increased at 3 months and 1 year postoperatively. The values decreased by 1.1-fold compared with the difference in bands before surgery.
Tissues form a normal link between the bones after ACL reconstruction surgery to reduce the rate of wear and tear between the bones. As such, the analysis results described here can be used as an indicator of the degree of ligament stabilization during recovery. Additionally, the results revealed that the differences in the signal performance of the injured limb gradually decreased with recovery. After 1 month postoperatively, the difference decreased rapidly. This was attributed to healing of the surgical wound. Internal residual water and blood secretions have a similar lubricating function and reduce the coefficient of friction. The difference increased slightly, then gradually stabilized over time. Thus, the screening tool presented in this work shows great potential in its ability to monitor the rehabilitation progression following treatment/surgery of the knee joint. Here we present our preliminary results. Further testing of this tool by professionals in the field is required. 
Conclusions and Future Work
The purpose of this study was to develop an assessment tool to enable clinicians to monitor knee injury rehabilitation progression in patients. This tool is currently available for patients with a single ACL injury and involves sound signal recording of the knee joint, signal processing, calculation, and statistical analyses. As indicated by the actual verification processes conducted by Z-test analyses, the difference between 2-s and 4-s swing cycles was not significant. The 2-s swing cycle involved swinging at a pace that was too fast to cause friction or noise; thus, we recommend using a 4-s swing cycle. In this research, we compared six commonly used wavelet basis functions 
The purpose of this study was to develop an assessment tool to enable clinicians to monitor knee injury rehabilitation progression in patients. This tool is currently available for patients with a single ACL injury and involves sound signal recording of the knee joint, signal processing, calculation, and statistical analyses. As indicated by the actual verification processes conducted by Z-test analyses, the difference between 2-s and 4-s swing cycles was not significant. The 2-s swing cycle involved swinging at a pace that was too fast to cause friction or noise; thus, we recommend using a 4-s swing cycle. In this research, we compared six commonly used wavelet basis functions with ANOVA; significant differences were found in the sound signals of the lower limb when the movement changed from flexion to extension by a change in the swing angle from 30 • to 90 • .
Our preliminary results demonstrate that the proposed approach produces significant signal variations at the ACL measurement location (TP ACL ); this was especially evident with swing cycles conducted within the 4-kHz band of 1-7 wavelet coefficients. Thus, TP ACL evaluation provides a preliminary assessment of the rehabilitation progression following ACL injury and treatment. Additionally, this tool is expected to be applicable to other joint disorders and their treatments. 
